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Franz Josef of Austria will
Mercedes of Spain, who iw;

between her father's death and the
The Emperor is nearly seventy, tl
He is the most unhappy monarch

P brother have died by violence.
She represents the most rotten ai

The marriage is needed for the sa

Europe. If the Emperor have no otl
his empire will go to pieces. In thai
floirrotlnn will hrAfl"Ur All

By Eldgar

RANZ JOSEF of Austria Is
§ reported as about to marry

Mercedes of Spain. The
Emperor is nearly seventy,
the bride is just eighteen.
But the match is not illassorted.He is the «monarchof a tottering nation,
she is the princess of a

rumbling realm. Personally, he is an

iAUliauifJ geiiuemu.ii tuiu »ntr uu uaaucv; i-tru

irin.
:£ut behind him are chronicles of disaster.
Behind her are annals of defeat.
Their union, therefore, will be not merely

that of a veteran preparing for death and
of a maiden preparing for life; It will be
the wedding of two of destiny's victims,
the nuptials of puppets of fate.
Maria de las Mercedes, Princess of the

Asturiaa, is the daughter of the last king
of Spain. She was so named by him in
memory not of his first love.he had a hundred.butin memory of his first real love ,

ana nrst wire xne latter, Merceaes ae

Montpensier, was one of the prettiest littlegirls that Seville ever saw, anil Seville
has seen many.
The King.he was Inst King then.adored

her. The ceremony which ensued was

mediaeval In beauty. Madrid went mad with
delight. In six months the girl was dead.
There are people who pretend to know
why. There are no state secrets any more.
But this Is gossip. The point is that that
which killed her morally killed him. The
marriage which followed with the lady who
at present is Queen Regent was for reasons
entirely dynastic. Canovas recalled the
ict to her on one occasion, otherwise Justi-
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Duropean courts that the Emperor
marry the Princess Maria de las
as Queen during the six months
birth of her brother, Alfonso XIII.
le Princess just eighteen.
l in the world. His wife, son and

id decrepit nation in the world.
Ivation of Austria and the peace of
ler heir than his disgraced nephew
t event the univeral European con\
" Saltus.

fled, when she wanted to talk divorce. A
rc-ady death had that matter In charge.

Alfonslto, the Rey Nino, was a posthi
mous surprise. But anteriorly Merced<
had been boru. The latter, at the deal
of her father, reigned for six months. Tliei
Alfonsito appearing, she took a back sea
As she was only five years old she did n<
mind very much. The circumstance, liov
PVPT "h 9 a Vioon rnrro vrl rvrl at?

Alfonsito is the thirteenth of his nam
The number is accounted unlucky, ar

every self-respecting Spaniard is as supe
stitious as a ragpicker.
^There is reason for that. Columbus pi

down an idea, borrowed a boat on it ar
brought back a world. Through what hi
tory may be trusted to recognize as one <
the great flouts of fate, Spain's rule ov<
the world which he fouud ended last Sun
mer with the sinking of the ship name
after him. If that is not enough to mals
even a Spanish agnostic superstitious or
may wonder what is.^ ^But the point is els<
where. fd Z Z (s>
Between those two dates, between th

time when Christopher Columbus set sa
rnd the Cristobal Colon was sunk, th
most powerful empire that ever existed, a
crnpuc wxjuyu c-VLtruiuea iiUlii J&urope X
Asia, whose American dependencie
stretched far to the north of Cancer an
far to the south of Capricorn, an empir
on which the sun never set, collapsed.
Bad government did It, bad judgmen

and something worse.bad faith. The af
ministration was rotten when It was no

heartless, usually it was both, and so, toe
ivas the court. The scandals of the latte
have been so resonant that they echo sti!
lo recite a fraction of them would requlr
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not a column, but a catalogue. It Is this *

which Mercedes represents. Behind the
! _1 I X. 1 .» ^ »l/ifneo a noflATi'tt
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fall, there is with it the pageantry of
splendid shame and the spectacle of royal
sinners.
Franz Josef represents less sin than sor-

v'

row. The Hapsburgs, from whom he de- g

scends, ruled the Roman roost; they ruled p

the German Empire, too. In Europe for a

seven centuries they were mighty among v

the mightiest. But their glory has passed, D

their star has set, the house and the name

of It are ill-omened.
Franz Josef's first appearance was at a ^

review of hi£ army. By way of encourage- E

ment an anarchist tried to kill him. His ii
last official appearance was at the funeral n

-1" of his wife, with whom another anarchist d
had succeeded better. During the inter- b
vening years he saw Lombardy and Vene- r

;s tia slip from him. He saw his primacy in f
h the German confederation evaporate. He p
1> saw losses to the monarchy such as the y

State had not suffered since the days of
Maria Theresa, and disasters comparable j,

v~ only to those which Napoleon produced. 0
c. aartr tho tnnnniiH nrttl loalousies of his 4-

e* unrelated rapes, the revolts of Magyars ^
and of Czechs. e

r" These things being insufficient, fate sup- r

plied more. There was his brother, Max- j
imillian, butchered by Juarez on the plain

id of Queretaro. There was his son, Rudolph,
s- knocked on the head in a drunken brawl,
>f and there was his wife, whom an obscure
?r reptile recently murdered,
i- One has to go back to the heroic age, to ^
d.the old tragedies of the Greek dramatists,
:e to find a King pursued by Nemesis as retelentlessly as he. No sovereign of modern
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ly. One after another, brother, son and a

e wife were taken from him.the first by a
a

i! bullet, the second by a bottle, the third
e by a beast. That the bomb which explodes
n in the paths of Emperors has been absent
o from his own is due, perhaps, to one of
s fate's refinements.that living he might
d suffer more. ^
e To-day without an heir and with the fu.

ture of the empire menaced, weary and alone, A
t the old man stands. He has daughters, in- B
[. de$d, and he has also nephews, but for rea- n1
t song too complex for recital nere tney are e,

>, not available. One nephew*, Otto, regarded
;r for a time as heir presumptive, showed £:
1. himself as unfitted to reign as a coster
# would he. Tbo grandson of Bop^ba, th»

TO SECURE
AN

HEIR TO
THE

THRONE.
?opyrisht, 1898, by W. R. Hearst.)
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orst of the Bourbons, which is saying a \
reat deal, his one title to distinction is a ,

ublic insult which he offered to his wife
nd for which the Emperor honored him
rlth personal and equally public chastise- f
lent. Considered as an heir, he is worse V
ban none, and yet an heir there must be.
Tlie name Hapsburg, derived from Haiehtsburg,means a vulture's nest. When
iudolph was hilled there ensued a stupor
ato which presently filtered the discernlentthat, barring a miracle, the name was ,

oomed, that vultures of another brood,
irds of prey that nested not'within the
ealm, but without, were hovering at the v

rontier, waiting but for the heirless Emierorto die to batten on the empire's
itals.
The possibility may seem unimportant. It

3 the reverse. To Austria the preservation
f the dynasty may mean but the preservaionof the empire, vet to the world tha
-reservation of the empire means the prestationof the Triple Alliance, and to Euopethat, for some time past, has spelled
>eace.
To insure these things a miracle was reuired.In Its stead an infamy occurred.
Ihe wife of Franz Josef was killed.
The late -Empress had everything which
n artificial world can give except arti:ciality,everything which poyer can betowexcept might. If she eVer harmed a

uman being, that human being was her-
eir. xne asassinarion 01 a woman such
s she was, politically speaking, wanton, f
nd, socially, without excuse. But it set j
'ranz Josef free. ^
A month has little more than come and e
>ne since then. Last week it was reported 0
lat the widowed monarch was preparing a
> marry again. As already recited, the i
ride-to-be is Mercedes of Spain. Should l
\e marriage take place and a child relit.,there will be the miracle. Indeed, i
nd yet it might not be so miraculous after u
[1. Thinkers of ken have averred th'ht c
t fifty a husband usually becomes a fath- B
: at sixty rarely; at seventy, always. t
But that Is a very cynical idea. To turn a
rom it to poetry is pleasant: c
Ks giebt nur ein Kaiserstadt, c
E* gicbjs nus WY\ t 1
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Es glebt nur eln TVeiberstadt
Und das ist Eerlin.

So runs tbe legend. Like others It i
alse. The real city of women is Vienna
t would be Indecorous to describe it as
leautiful harem, but there is no impropri
ty in stating that the peris of paradis
re not as pretty nor half as well dresses
s are tbe sultanas of the Imperial Court
?hey have the Orient in their eyes an

lps that say Drink me.

Among the begr.! ements of these ladie
franz Josef mav have faltered, but h
lover ins are nas differed trom tea
if his eon, differed, too, from that of hi
lephew. He may noL be without reproach
iut, then, who is? The point is that thoug!
royai he lias nor Dc-en a rate. Kve:

dlierwise the Instances in which dllapi
lated old kinsrs and fair youns; princesse
rave been suffered to remain childless ar
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sufficiently Infrequent to dispense wth c

tatioh.
s To the Kaiser, then, Hoch! To tfce Ka
.. Birln, Prosit! And to their offspring, O
a segnote Mahlr.eit immer! Yet even in ti'
[- toast the pen halts in conjecture. Thoug
e it so fail nliout that the dynasty to a

I cured. one wonders what will be the chr»/t
:. cles of it which history shall register.
1 The mingling of the Hapsburg bane wit

the Bourbon blight has been effected bi
s fore. The last time it occurred the res a

e was the thirteenth Alfonso. What a n

t iiu:cv of their ill omens can accompli1?
s now wo may surmise, yet perhaps ne^
i, know. Behind the one vistas of traged'i
h unroll. Behind the>other is a panorara
n of defeat. The background of both
i- aglow with splendor and with siq. Bi
s above each the three Fates sit spinning,

a EDGAR SALTUS.
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Paper to Be Made Out
s of Afuminum.
;h

I Experiments with aluminuta as a substitutefor paper are now under way in

k France. It is well known that the papei
r,_ used to-day in the manufacture of books

is not durable.
It is now possible to roll aluminum into

n sheets four-thousandths of* an Inch in
,r thickness, in which form It weighs less
?s than paper. By the adoption of suitable
ia machinery these sheets can be made even

is thinner still, and can be used for book and
it- writina naner. The metal will not oxidize

is practically fire and water proof and if
Indestructible by the jaws of worm*.


